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raise, while they may, a moral barrier sufficient, under God, to prevent 
the return of war with the wide and terrible sweep of its evils. 

The present condition, as well as the recent experience, alike of 
Europe and America, is preparing the way for effective measures in 
behalf of general, permanent peace. The evils of our own war with 
Mexico; the far greater evils sure to come from a war between us and 
any of the great European powers, or between those powers them- 
selves ; the danger which even rulers are beginning to apprehend 
from standing armies ; the extreme difficulty of raising, in these 
times of revolution and commercial embarrassment, the means of sup- 
port for such vast armies ; the sure and steady, if not rapid, develop- 
ment of pacific principles through the civilized world ; the feeling 
forced at length upon rulers, that they must relieve the people in some 
measure from their burdens, and contrive to govern them, and regu- 
late the intercourse of nations, by other means than the cannon and the 
sword ; — these and many other causes are preparing the way for the 
adoption of pacific measures that might, a few years ago, have been 
scouted; such as a gradual, simultaneous, proportionate reduction of 
armies all over Europe, the adoption of such substitutes as stipulated 
arbitration to prevent war, and some decisive steps to secure in time 
a congress of nations that shall supersede forever all occasion for war 
by enabling nations to adjust their difficulties very much as individuals 
now do theirs. We have no space for argument on these points ; but 
proofs and illustrations in abundance are at hand. 



THE AMERICAN CHURCH ON THE SUBJECT OF WAR.. 

BY AARON FOSTER, PLYMOUTH, MASS. 

1. flow is the church connected with the stale in war 1 
The people of this country believe that Christianity cannot be paofs- 
agated, nor its just rights be defended, by the sword. The govern- 
ment and people think themselves very far indeed from the thought off 
defending by war the forms or principles of Christianity. 

I believe there is nothing of which the Protestant Christians of' the 
United States are more certain, than they are of this, that Christianity 
cannot be advanced nor defended by the sword of war, and that it has 
nothing to hope, but everything to fear, from the sword as its defence. 
The history of Christianity, in using war to advance its interests, has 
fully proved the language of our Saviour true, " All they that take. the 
sword, shall perish by the sword." The American church has put up 
the sword into its place of rest from church uses. On this point ^public 
opinion is with the church. The state is as far from raising armies to 
serve the church, as the church is from asking such service of tha 
23* 
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state. I believe it is positive and unanimous Protestant opinion in this 
land, that the sword of the state must not and cannot be used for church 
interests ; that Christianity has everything to fear from the sword as 
a friend, and, nothing to fear from it as an enemy ; that, in the hand 
of the church to defend her faith, it has taken away her life, while, in 
the hand of her enemy to destroy her faith, it has given her »ew life. 

The opposite opinion formerly prevailed, and still prevails in Eu- 
rope. It used to be the public mind, that because Christianity is the 
most precious thing in the nation, it is better to fight for it than for 
anything else, and that its truths and its spirit may be defended and 
propagated by holy wars. War may do service to false religions, as 
die Mahomedan and the Roman ; but to the true religion, which is the 
work of love and of the Holy Spirit, war has done evil, and only evil, 
continually. I suppose that church history has been the interpreter of 
the gospel of peace to this nation, fixing the public mind gloriously 
strong, that the sword of war is most pernicious to Christianity, when 
used to advance or defend it. May the nation abide this opinion ; a»d 
the idea is slowly advancing in Christendom, that the defence of the 
church by the sword of the state, is as false in policy as it is in prin- 
ciple. 

But there is in the United States a public opinion about war, in 
which the church and state are totally in the wrong : it is, that when 
the state commands, it will not harm the church to take the sword, and 
destroy Christians of another nation for money, or lands, or state 
rights, or national glory. In this country the state and the church 
say that Christianity will not perish by the sword which it takes to aid 
the state in war, " right or wrong." It is good for Christianity to pos- 
sess the patriotic spirit of war for the money, and lands, and mar- 
tial glory of the nation ; but it is pernicious in the cause of the grace, 
and truth, and holiness of God. Christianity taking the sword for 
heaven, will perish by the sword ; but Christianity, taking the sword 
for the world, will thrive by the sword. The state says to the church, 
you are in league with me, hut 1 am not in league ivith you. It will 
do you good to fight my battles ; hut it will injure us both to use my 
sword in your battles. You may fight as a citizen ; but I cannot fight, 
as a Christian. So that, whether it be good or bad for Christianity, 
the church must fight for the state. This is nearly the public opinion 
of church and state here and now; but the mind of the church is pass- 
ing through a change on this subject also. 

History is filled with examples both ways ; the church has long 
fought for the state, and the state for the church. History will show 
that in either object of the war, and always, the Holy Spirit has for- 
saken the church when the spirit of war has come into it ; that the 
church of Christ, with the sword in her hand, and war in her heart 
for any cause, is a sinking church, and, persisting in such a course, 
ivill perish. 

The same is true of the state. No nation has perished, none has 
declined, while the living power of Jesus Christ abode in the church. 
Search the decline and fall of nations, from Jerusalem' in the first cen- 
tury to Rome in the eighth, and Poland in the nineteenth. Look into 
the decline of modern nations, — Italy, Portugal, Spain and her colo- 
nies : Christianity went down first, and the state followed. 
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Flow can war be false to the Christian character, and good policy in 
the citizen character 1 How can that which poisons the Christian's 
heart, be healthful food for the civilian's ? How can anything be good 
for the world, which is hostile to the religion of God ? How can the 
greatest source of human sufferings and crimes be the policy of the 
state ? It is not so. The church declines first, and the state follows. 
The Christian church is the vital part of the state ; and when that re- 
ceives a deadly wound, the days of the state are numbered. If the 
deadly wound of Christianity is healed, the state revives ; if not, both 
die. Wars have given this deadly wound to the Christian churches of 
many nations by grieving the Holy Spirit; and both the church and 
the stale have languished, and are dead. Other nations are now 
afflicted with the same disease. They have put out the vitality of the 
church by their wars; and, if it is not revived, their days are num- 
bered. Their existence may be protracted ; but it will be a dying life. 
Such is clearly the position of several governments in Europe, among 
which I grieve to name the English, if the church without the Holy- 
Spirit is a body without a soul, so is the state. The one or the 
other can survive only in ignorance, superstition and slavery, under 
the supreme power of iron masters — popes and tyrants. History has 
taught this lesson ; the Saviour foreshows it when he says, " All they 
that take the sword, shall perish by the sword." The early Christian 
settlers of this country saw in part, and their successors fully, that war 
for the church is not good, but evil ; and the state has come fully into 
this opinion. 

Now it remains that the church be fully gained to the opinion, that 
Christians cannot fight for the state .without injuring both the church 
and the state. Let this become the united, deep-seated opinion of the 
church, as firm an opinion as the former; and the whole people will 
conform to this opinion, and Christian peace will preside over us. I 
do not propose that the church shall withdraw from the state; let the 
church heform the stale. This is the gospel remedy. " I exhort, 
therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks be made for all men ; for kings, and for all that are 
in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godli- 
ness and honesty ; for this is good and acceptable in the sight of God 
our Saviour." Our Saviour has added his example by paying an ille- 
gal tax to the Roman government. He says to Peter, the native-born 
Jews are free from the tax, " yet, lest we should offend them, go and 
cast thy hook into the sea ; take the first fish that cometh up, and when 
thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money ; that 
take, and give unto them for me and thee." It is not a revolution, but 
a reformation, which this government needs. It is a work of love, not 
of violence, which the church has to do in it. 

2. What is the position of the Christian church in this country as 
to the Mexican war 1 

The answer to this question will show what progress the opinion is 
making among Christians, that war for the state, for money, or lands, 
or national glory, in which the Christian people, as citizens in alliance 
with the government, take a part, is a wrong and a wound to the 
church of Christ. We think it is a great truth not clearly seen, but 
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growing clearer in the church every day, that the Christian who fights 
as a citizen for the state, injures religion as truly, though not as 
deeply, as he does when fighting for the interests of the church. If 
this is so, those states in which Christianity has the more influence, do 
show the less favor to this war, and those in which Christianity has the 
less influence, are more favorable to it. 

And such is the fact. Spread out the map of the States before you. 
Observe in what States majorities are against the war, and where they 
are for it. New England, except the extreme north-east, New York, 
New Jersey, and Ohio, have strong majorities against the war. Of 
the free States, these are the older and more thoroughly Puritan in re- 
ligion. In the slave States, Georgia, where the Methodist influence, 
Kentucky, where the Baptist influence, and North Carolina, where the 
Presbyterian influence prevails, give majorities against the war. 

The strongest majorities for the war are in the new States, the ex- 
tremes, whose people have been very much restricted in their religious 
and educational advantages. Of these are Maine, Michigan, Illinois, 
Missouri, Arkansas, Texas, Mississippi, Alabama. Pennsylvania is 
the only old free State in favor of this war; and, from causes very 
well known in the character of the people settling that State, the light 
which Christianity and education have shed upon the heart of the ma- 
jority of the people, is faint indeed. Virginia is the only old slave 
State in favor of this war. Christianity was never a prominent element 
in the character of her people, and never less than at present. Intel- 
lectually and religiously, Virginia is waning into a position of less 
consideration in comparison with other States. 

In this survey we obtain the actual opinion of the church of the 
United States as to the Mexican war. Christian ministers of all de- 
nominations are against it, and Christian professors everywhere are 
against it. Exceptions, of course; but here is the general rule ; for 
in those States where the Christian professors are the more numerous, 
their representatives in Congress oppose the war; and in States where 
Christian professors bear a smaller proportion to the whole people, 
their representatives make the war. This examination shows that 
Chrislian churches and their friends are sustaining the principles of 
peace, without concerted measures, or being aware of their own una- 
nimity. It shows also that the American church is rising into the 
opinion, that she cannot by any alliance fight the battles of the state, 
right or wrong, without doing the greatest injustice to her high and 
sacred alliance with her Redeemer and Sanctifier. This is the posi- 
tion which the church of Christ must occupy; and the Mexican war 
will have accomplished good, so far as it raises the church into this 
position. Let the church unite on this point, and the slate will soon 
" put up the sword into his place," " do violence to no man," and we 
shall have peace on earth. 

I believe this is the true position of the Christian church in the 
United States on the subject of war; and it is full of hope. The soil 
is ready for the seed ; but this seed must be sown, especially in the 
south and west. There is a call upon eastern Christians, already en- 
lightened on this subject, to arise and scatter broadcast into the church 
of the nation the truth and the spirit of Chrislian peace. 



